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Meeting opened at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cr Kirsten Langford  Mayor 

Cr Kieran Simpson  Deputy Mayor 

Cr Peter Allan 

Cr Blair Barker  Virtual 

Cr Prue Cutts 

Cr Andrew Davenport 

Cr Daniel Griffiths 

Cr Jarrod Gunn 

Cr Jason Martin 

Cr Ben Stennett 

Cr Hayley Weller 

 

 

Officers: Stuart Cann   Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Jamie Fitzgibbon  Acting Director Corporate Services  

Jeff Green  Director City Development 

Kim Marriott   Acting Director Community Life 

Steven White  Director Infrastructure and Sustainability 

Siobhan Sullivan  Executive Manager Futures and Technology 

Vivien Ferlaino  Manager Integrity and Performance 

Sarah Candeland  Coordinator Governance 

Alex Wintle  Senior Governance Officer 
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Recording of Meeting and Disclaimer 
 

Please note every Council Meeting (other than items deemed confidential under 
section 3 (1) of the Local Government Act 2020) is being recorded and streamed live 
on Whitehorse City Council’s website in accordance with Council's Live Streaming and 
Recording of Meetings Policy. A copy of the policy can also be viewed on Council’s 
website.  
 

The recording will be archived and made publicly available on Council's website within 
48 hours after the meeting on www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au for a period of three years (or 
as otherwise agreed to by Council).  

Live streaming allows everyone to watch and listen to the meeting in real time, giving 
you greater access to Council debate and decision making and encouraging openness 
and transparency.  
 

All care is taken to maintain your privacy; however, as a visitor in the public gallery, 
your presence may be recorded. By remaining in the public gallery, it is understood 
your consent is given if your image is inadvertently broadcast.  
 

Opinions expressed or statements made by individual persons during a meeting are 
not the opinions or statements of Whitehorse City Council. Council therefore accepts 
no liability for any defamatory remarks that are made during a meeting. 
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5 Urgent Business 

Nil  

6 Requests to Speak 

6.1 Sarah Gilhooly, Risky Kids Mitcham 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved by Cr Stennett, Seconded by Cr Davenport 

That Standing Orders be suspended in order to let the speaker finish their 
speech. 

CARRIED  

Voted FOR Item: Cr Allan, Cr Barker, Cr Cutts, Cr Davenport, Cr Gunn,  
Cr Martin, Cr Simpson, Cr Stennett, Cr Weller (9) 

Voted AGAINST Item: Cr Griffiths (Abstained), Cr Langford (Abstained) (2) 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved by Cr Stennett, Seconded by Cr Simpson 

That Standing Orders be resumed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

6.2 Jason Wong, Haben 

7 Public Question Time 

7.1 Wendi Tian, Box Hill 

Question 1  

Will Council formally write to DTP / VicRoads requesting a speed zone 
review for Station Street, Box Hill, including consideration of extending the 
Box Hill 40 km/h safer speed environment to this arterial section? 

Response 

There is an existing time based 40km/h speed zone along Station Street 
between Oxford Street (to the south) and Whitehorse Road (to the north). 

Council officers will write to DTP to request a review of the existing 40km/h 
speed zone length along Station Street, and whether an extension of the 
existing 40km/h speed zone length along Station Street is supported.  

Question 2  

Given Council’s Box Hill Integrated Transport Strategy and the new 40 km/h 
safer speed zone, what advocacy is Council undertaking to improve 
pedestrian safety, residential amenity and traffic noise impacts on arterial 
roads such as Station Street? 
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Response 

Council’s Box Hill Integrated Transport Strategy has various actions focused 
on road safety and providing a safer road environment for all road users. 
Council will continue to implement the Strategy actions and advocate for 
improved road safety for the area. 

7.2 Kathleen Cummings, Whitehorse Ratepayers and Residents 
Association Inc. 

Question 1  

State Government have been collecting tip charges and are now wanting to 
use the money for other reasons which appears to be dishonest. Money is 
syphoned through Council who are accountable for ratepayers money and 
needs to be used for the proper purpose. Please explain what this money is 
being used for. 

Response 

As of 1 July 2025, the Victorian metropolitan landfill levy for municipal waste 
is $167.90 per tonne. This levy is applied to waste collected by Council that 
is disposed of in landfills. 

Use of the levy funds is a matter for the State government and is described 
annually in the Sustainability Fund Activities Report: sustainability-fund-
activities-report-2024-25.pdf  

8 Petitions  

Nil 
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PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved by Cr Griffiths, Seconded by Cr Cutts 

That the order of business be changed and that items 10.3, 10.4 and 
10.6 be considered prior to item 10.1 on the Agenda 

CARRIED 

Voted FOR Item: Cr Allan, Cr Griffiths, Cr Cutts, Cr Gunn, Cr Martin,  
Cr Simpson, Cr Stennett, Cr Weller, Cr Davenport, Cr Langford (10) 

Voted AGAINST Item: Cr Barker (1)  

 

10 Council Reports 

Attendance 

Cr Daniel Griffiths left the meeting at 7.36pm having earlier declared a 
general Conflict of interest for Item 10.3 - 3/6 Redland Drive, Mitcham (Lot 3 
PS 417841)– Use the land for the purpose of an indoor recreational facility. 
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10.4 Council Owned Land - 37 Bennett Street, Forest Hill & 25 
Mountainview Road, Nunawading 

 

Department 
Futures and Technology 

Executive Manager Futures and Technology  

 
SUMMARY 

This report seeks Council’s consideration of the proposed sales of 37 
Bennett Street, Forest Hill and 25 Mountainview Road, Nunawading. Both 
properties have been assessed under the Strategic Property Framework 
(SPF) as no longer required for current service delivery needs. The 
proposed sales are intended to release value from surplus assets and 
support reinvestment in other community priorities. 

In accordance with Section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020, Council 
published a notice of intention to sell the properties and undertook separate 
but parallel community consultations for each site between 29 October and 
28 November 2025. A total of 177 responses were received, with 
significantly higher participation for 25 Mountainview Road than for 37 
Bennett Street. 

The engagement showed a clear difference between the two sites. 
Feedback on 37 Bennett Street was mixed but slightly supportive of sale, 
although many respondents also expressed interest in alternative community 
outcomes. By contrast, feedback on 25 Mountainview Road showed stronger 
and more concentrated opposition. The most significant issue raised for that 
site was the accommodation needs of local community groups, together with 
concerns about neighbourhood character, future development outcomes, the 
timing of any sale relative to Nunawading Activity Centre planning, and the 
heritage value of “Mountainview Cottage”. 

This report recommends that Council proceed with the sale of both 
properties, consistent with the SPF assessment. If adopted, the 
recommendation would enable Council to proceed in accordance with 
statutory requirements, and through a competitive public sale process. At the 
same time, the engagement findings highlight the importance of continuing 
to work on suitable alternative accommodation pathways for affected 
community groups, particularly in relation to 25 Mountainview Road. 
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MOTION 

Moved by Cr Weller, Seconded by Cr Martin 

That Council: 

1. Notes that: 

a. At its meeting on 27 October 2025, Council resolved to 
commence the statutory process under section 114 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 in relation to the proposed sales of: 

i. 37 Bennett Street, Forest Hill; and 

ii. 25 Mountainview Road, Nunawading. 

b. An independent valuation has been obtained for each property. 

c. Public notice was given and community engagement 
undertaken in accordance with the Act and Council’s 
Community Engagement Policy; and 

d. 177 responses were received (61 relating to 37 Bennett Street 
and 116 relating to 25 Mountainview Road) and have been 
considered by Council. 

2. Resolves to sell the property known as 37 Bennett Street, Forest 
Hill, with the title description of Lot 86 on Plan of Subdivision 
023849, Volume 07877 Folio 020. 

3. Resolves to sell the property known as 25 Mountainview Road, 
Nunawading, with the title description of Lot 51 on Plan of 
Subdivision 044180, Volume 08389 Folio 659. 

4. Authorises the sale of any property approved for sale under this 
resolution by a public sale process for an amount not less than the 
relevant independent valuation. 

5. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer, or delegate, to finalise and 
execute all documents required to give effect to the sale of any 
property approved for sale under this resolution. 

 

Cr Griffiths moved an amendment to add a point 6, it was not accepted by 
the mover. 

AMENDMENT 

Moved by Cr Griffiths, Seconded by Cr Cutts 

6. Seeks a report on the merits of restricting the use of revenue from 
strategic property sales for capital improvements to privately 
constructed buildings on Council land. 

CARRIED 
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Attendance 

Cr Stennett left the meeting at 8.23pm. 

Attendance 

Cr Stennett returned the meeting at 8.24pm and was present for the vote. 

Voted FOR Item: Cr Allan, Cr Griffiths, Cr Gunn, Cr Davenport,  
Cr Simpson, Cr Stennett, Cr Cutts (7) 

Voted AGAINST Item: Cr Weller, Cr Langford, Cr Barker, Cr Martin (4) 

Cr Davenport moved an amendment to add a point 7, it was not accepted 
by the mover. 

AMENDMENT 

Moved by Cr Davenport, Seconded by Cr Simpson 

7. Allocates any proceeds from the any sale of property at point 2 and 3 
to the Development Reserve. 

LOST 

Voted FOR Item: Cr Allan, Cr Griffiths, Cr Davenport, Cr Simpson, (4) 

Voted AGAINST Item: Cr Gunn, Cr Weller, Cr Gunn, Cr Langford,  
Cr Barker, Cr Martin, Cr Stennett, Cr Cutts (7) 

AMENDMENT 

Moved by Cr Stennett, Seconded by Cr Davenport 

7. Seeks a report on the merits of allocating the sale of properties in 2 
and 3 to the Development Reserve 

8. Defer any allocation or expenditure of proceeds from the sale of 
specified assets in this motion until such time as Council has fully 
considered the reports in 6 and 7 allocates any proceeds from the any 
sale of property at point 2 and 3 to the Development Reserve. 

LOST 

Voted FOR Item: Cr Allan, Cr Griffiths, Cr Davenport, Cr Simpson,  
Cr Stennett (5) 

Voted AGAINST Item:  Cr Weller, Cr Gunn, Cr Langford, Cr Barker,  
Cr Martin, Cr Cutts (6) 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved by Cr Griffiths, Seconded by Cr Stennett 

That the Motion be put. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLYT 
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10.6 Forest Hill Activity Centre (69-79 Mahoneys Road, Forest Hill 
and adjoining car park) - request for planning scheme 
amendment 

 

Department 
City Planning and Development 

Director City Development  

 

 
SUMMARY 

A request for a planning scheme amendment has been prepared by Urbis on 
behalf of Haben, the owners of Forest Hill Chase Shopping Centre.  

The amendment seeks to facilitate the future redevelopment of two sites on 
the east side of Mahoneys Road, Forest Hill at 69-79 Mahoneys Road (office 
building) and the development of the at-grade carpark site (carpark) 
immediately south of the office building. These sites are owned by Haben, 
the owners of Forest Hill Chase Shopping Centre. 

It is proposed that both sites remain in a Commercial 1 zoning and that the 
existing Development Plan Overlay (DPO) be removed from the sites. Future 
development is proposed to be controlled through a new Design and 
Development Overlay (DDO). 

The planning scheme amendment also seeks to change Schedule 1 to the 
DPO (Forest Hill Activity Centre) to remove a requirement for the 
development plan to provide “at least 130 car spaces to the east of 
Mahoneys Road.” This is a longstanding planning requirement for the Forest 
Hill centre. 

This report seeks Council’s approval to submit a request to the Minister for 
Planning to authorise the preparation and exhibition of a proposed 
amendment to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme. 

This amendment deals specifically with the office building and carpark sites 
however the approved Development Plans for Forest Hill Chase Shopping 
Centre and the Mahoneys Road shops are due for review to better support 
the future development of the land within the centre. 

Attendance 

Cr Davenport left the meeting at 8.46pm. 

Attendance 

Cr Davenport returned the meeting at 8.49pm and was present for the vote.  
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10.1 Contract 30700 - Provision of Laptops and Hardware 

 

Department 
Futures and Technology 

Executive Manager Futures and Technology  

 
SUMMARY 

To maintain reliable IT services and ensure staff productivity, Council follows 
a structured equipment refresh program. Laptops and desktop computers 
typically have an operational lifespan with the oldest devices being replaced 
every 4-5 years. This is to ensure Council staff consistently use secure, 
reliable and efficient technology that meets current application and security 
requirements. 

Council has previously utilised the Victorian State Government panel 
contract for the Supply of End User Computing Equipment to leverage 
aggregated government purchasing power to achieve competitive pricing 
and favourable commercial terms, which would be difficult to obtain through 
an independent tender process. This strategy balances value for money, 
probity, efficiency and risk management. 

This report recommends commencing a new contract utilising the Victorian 
State Government panel contract for the Supply of End User Computing 
Equipment. Council maintains a standardised fleet of Dell laptops which 
enables productive support, maintenance and streamlined deployment of 
change. 

The current geopolitical and global events have significantly influenced the 
cost of end-user computing through various channels. Trade tensions and 
tariffs between major economic powers have increased the price of imported 
components and finished goods. Supply chain disruptions in key 
manufacturing have led to shortages and inflated prices for items such as 
microchips and rare earth minerals. Furthermore, currency fluctuations have 
impacted the cost of international transactions, making imported technology 
more expensive. This will result in the cost of individual devices increasing 
over the term of the contract and Council will review its device refresh 
frequency to manage cost increases within budget. 

  






















